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BREED HISTORY

According to one famous Chinese legend, the Lion fell madly in love with
the Marmoset monkey in the Magic Forest in China. The disparity in their
sizes made this an impossible love, so the fstréecken Lion begged Ah

Chu, the protector of the Animal Kingdom, to shrink him down to the size
of a marmoset so that the two could marry. Ah Chu consented, and from
the union of the two descended the dogs of Fu Lin, or the Lion Dogs of
China, as we know them today.

It is interesting to note that to this present day, these Lion Dogs retain
some characteristics of both the Liemprofuse mane, regal bearing, bold
and courageous, and the Marmosetonkey-faced, small and an
abundance of amusing antics.

With DNA confirming it to have existed in China some 2,000 years ago,
Pekingese were bred for centuries to be the cherished companions of the
Imperial family of China. There was little documentation until the time of
the Empress Dowager Tzu Hsi during the Qing Dynasty.

Empress Dowager Tzu Hsi was stern and powerful, but doted fondly on her
beloved Pekingese. During her reign, and perhaps long before, the
Forbidden City had marble kennels lined with silk cushions for the
Pekingese dogs to sleep in. The animals got the highest grade rice and
meat for their meals, and had teams of eunuchs to cater and tend to them.




The Pearls Of Wisdom

Wiitten by Empress Dowager Tzu Hsi, this is often considered as the very
first Breed Standard, and it still portrays the essence of the breed today.

A et the Lion Dog be small; let it wear the swelling cape of dignity around its neck; let it display the billowing stanpamtpof
above its back.

A et its face be black; let its forefront be shaggy; let its forehead be straight and low.

A et its eyes be large and luminous; let its ears be set like the sails of war junk; let its nose be like that of the mdnkéyey
Hindus.

A et its forelegs be bent; so that it shall not desire to wander far, or leave the Imperial precincts.

A et its body be shaped like that of a hunting lion spying for its prey.

A et its feet be tufted with plentiful hair that its footfall may be soundless and for its standard of pomp let it rivahide of
the Tibetans' yak, which is flourished to protect the imperial litter from flying insects.

A et it be lively that it may afford entertainment by its gambols; let it be timid that it may not involve itself in dargérbe
domestic in its habits that it may live in amity with the other beasts, fishes or birds that find protection in the Iniedaice.
Aand for its color, let it be that of the liora golden sable, to be carried in the sleeve of a yellow robe; or the colaedflzear,
or a black and white bear, or striped like a dragon, so that there may be dogs appropriate to every costume in the Imperial
wardrobe.

A et it venerate its ancestors and deposit offerings in the canine cemetery of the Forbidden City on each new moon.

A et it comport itself with dignity; let it learn to bite the foreign devils instantly.

A et it be dainty in its food so that it shall be known as an Imperial dog by its fastidiousness; sharks fins and cuslavdliher
breasts of quails, on these may it be fed; and for drink give it the tea that is brewed from the spring buds of the shrub tha
grows in the province of Hankow, or the milk of the antelopes that pasture in the Imperial parks.

Arnhus shall it preserve its integrity and se#spect; and for the day of sickness let it be anointed with the clarified fiteofegs
of a sacred leopard, and give it to drink a throstle's eggshell full of the juice of the custard apple in which has bésddiss
three pinches of shredded rhinoceros horn, and apply it to piebald leeches.

AS0 shall it remainbut if it dies, remember thou too art mortal



FORM & FUNCTION
FORM

AThe Pekingese is categorized as a brachycephalic
achondrodysplastic (i.e. dwarf) breed, so its desired
attributes are not normally what you desire in a dog.

Arhe Pekingese should be DENSE and should pick
up much heavier than it looks with a greater
proportion of the weight distributed in the front half of
the dog. A Pekingese shall have a disproportionately
massive head and thick, heavy bones for its
diminutive stature.

AThe Pekingese has an unusual pear-shaped body
that is wide in front and narrower in the rear.

FUNCTION

Arhe Pekingese were bred for centuries to be the
cherished companions exclusively for the Imperial
family of China. Today they are still cherished, but as




| GENERAL APPEARANCE

The Pekingese is a well-balanced, compact dog of
Chinese origin with a pear shaped body featuring a
heavy front and lighter hindquarters. Its
temperament is one of directness, independence
and individuality. Its image is lion-like, implying
courage, dignity, boldness and self-esteem rather
than daintiness or delicacy.

What You Want:

= A compact, low-to-ground dog with a wide
front tapering off to the rear.

=  Heavy set with a proportionately large head
and heavy bone

=  Good overall balance and proportion

=  Surprisingly heavy and dense when lifted

=  Weight not exceeding 14 b




I HEAD

Correct Head Profile:




I HEAD

frhe Pekingese head is
the stamp of the breed
and no matter how
wonderfully conformed

a Pekingese is or how
typically it moves,

without a good enough
head , its progress will
be mini mal . 0o

-Nigel Aubrey Jones

Topskullée Massi ve, broad, flat between the ears.
Eyese. . | arge, dark, bold, round, lustrous, set
ahead.

Wrinkleé ¢ Separ ates upper and | ower areas of the f
Earsé. . Set on the front corners of the topskul!l

add to a wide rectangular head.
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